TheThree Cities

delicious dishes that perfectly
fitthebill. The menu changes
daily but some stalwarts usually
remain (iftheingredientscan
be freshly sourced)suchas
thechar-grilled wholelocal
mackerel with Maltese orange
and shaved fennel or the
bruschetta of field mushrooms
sautéed with thyme. The hand-
made chickentortelliniin brodo
arealsodelicious, followed by
thegrilled seafood platter with
local swordfish, octopus, king
prawns and grilled vegetables.
For afterswe recommend the
cheeseserved with Maltese
honeyandlocal grapesorthe
home-made strawberry and
almondtart.

-> 1 Wilga Street, Marsaxlokk (2704 2656,
www.terrone.com.mt). Open 10am-11pm
Tue-Sat. Main courses €20-€26. Credit AmEXx,
DC,JCB, MC, V.

WHERETO DRINK

Foranalternative eveningout
thatreally embracesthebest of
the Mediterranean, it’shard to
beattheromanticallure ofthe
Three Cities. Wander the narrow
streets, explore at your own
paceanddiscoverthecharming
winebars that typify thisunique
destination.

Del Borgo Wine Bar

Thisis easily one of the most
popularwinebarsontheisland.
Traditional instylebutwitha
modern take, the mood set by
candlelightand the atmosphere
are wonderful. The menu offers
simple-but-delicious fare,
includinglocal goats’cheese
with sun-dried tomatoes,

grilled auberginesand shrimp
tempura, aswell as heartier
platters, pasta dishes and mains.
The well-stocked bar serves
over400local and international
wines, aswell asbeersand
spirits, and you can enjoy them
onacomfortablesofaoratthe
bar. For atasty souvenirvisitthe
enoteca, which displays avariety
of quality olive oils, winesand
other Mediterranean treats.
Notethatchildrenunder16are
notallowed inintheevening.

-> StDominic Street, Vittoriosa (2180 3710,
www.delborgomalta.com). Open 5pm-1am
daily. Credit AmEx, DC,JCB, MC, V.
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ll-FornArt Gallery & Wine
Bar

Partofthe fun of Il-Forn is
findingit, tucked away on one of
Vittoriosa’s quaint backstreets.
This popularspotcombinesart
with great food and an excellent
selection of over 80 wines, as
well asbeers, spirits, cocktails
and non-alcoholicoptions. The
cuisineiseclecticas, aside from
thedelicious platters of dips,
meatsand cheeses, Il-Forn also
offerstraditional Austrian fare,
suchasthe ‘mega’schnitzel
burger,and Asian treatslike
curry prawnsserved with
coconutrice. Takeaseatinthe
delightful courtyard and enjoy a
biteand adrinkunder the stars.
Plus, don’t miss the selection of
often-racy art, crafted by owner
Clemens Hasengschwandtner.
Ifyougetchatting, askhimto
showyouthe ‘secret’ collection!
—> 27 North Street, Vittoriosa (7982 0379,
www.ilforn.com). Open 7pm-1am Wed-Sat.
Credit AmEx, MC, V.

ARTS &

ENTERTAINMENT

This part of Malta providesa
completely differentsort of
entertainment, away fromthe
main hotspots and busy clubs.
You may enjoy the excellent
facilitiesattheisland’slargest
sportscluband only golfcourse.

SPORTS & LEISURE

Marsa Sports Club
Opensince 1902, the Marsa
Sports Clubisthelargest
sportscomplexontheisland,
housing Malta’ssole golf course,
19tennis courts (including
twoindoor courts and two

clay courts-theonlyones
ontheisland), five fully air-
conditioned squash courts,
anopen-airswimming pool,a
cricket pitchand agymstudio.
Theclubhostsover2,500
members as well as numerous
visitors, and has facilities
fornolessthaneightsports
disciplines. Day memberships
areavailable from €10, and the
website providesinformation
onthelatestclassesand
competitions.

-> 0ff Aldo Moro Street, Marsa (2123
3851, www.marsasportsclub.com). Open
8.30am-10.30pm daily.

Royal Malta Golf Club
Celebrating 128 years of golf

in Malta, the Royal Malta Golf
Clubisastaple for sportslovers.
The clubhouseisadestination
initsownrightthankstoits
well-stocked golfshop, terrace
barandrestaurant, aswellas
itslovely views. This 18-hole
course offersboth seasoned
and new golfers excitingand
demandingexperiences, and
you can play while enjoying
unique historical landmarks,
includinga 500-year-old chapel

102

nearthetenthgreenandthe
ruinsof the servants’ quarters,
which datebacktothetime
when British servicemen played
here. Day membershipsare
available, and competitions are
held every Saturday.

-> Aldo Moro Street, Marsa (2122 7019,
www.royalmaltagolfclub.com). Open
7.30am-5pm daily.

WHERETO STAY

Whilethereare nolarge hotels
inthispartof Malta, onesmall,
boutique property doesstand
out, both foritsstyleand decor.

EXPENSIVE

Locanda la Gelsomina
Family-runandlocatedina
property datingbacktothe
16thcentury, thisisatruly
unique accommodation option
in Malta. Thistiny boutique
hotel may only have four suites,
buteach promises nothing
butluxuryand iscompletely
individual - from the choice of
colourstothe antique pieces of
furniture. The propertyisalso
hometoateahouse (opentothe
publicinautumn and spring),
boutique and a pretty rooftop
terrace.

-> 3 Kunsill Popolari Street, Vittoriosa (2180
7897, www.locandalagelsomina.com). Bus
2. Rates (incl breakfast) €200 double. Credit
AmEx, DC,JCB, MC, V.



